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DAY 1

 
 

We’ll begin our journey right from the bike 
shop in Mt. Crested Butte. Majestic Crested 
Butte Peak (12,162 feet) rises sharply above 

town and over the course of the week our tour will 
take us on a complete circumnavigation of this land-
mark. We start by riding to the Snodgrass Trail which 
is like surfing through the aspens! This will take us to 
the Lupine Trail  and then the Gunsight Connector 
which will take us to our camp tonight at the fantasti-
cally picturesque Oh Be Joyful Campground.  A good 
portion of today’s riding is on Crested Butte Land 
Trust land, purchased from the Stock family. The 
Crested Butte Mountain Bike Association spent two 
years planning this purpose-built trail which goes 
through beautiful meadows and aspens. The Crested 
Butte community rallied and came out and over 200 
volunteers built this trail in one weekend. It is a fun, 
sinuous flowing trail with a few climbs and spectacu-
lar views, and a perfect way to start out the week.

TOTAL MILEAGE: 15 miles

DAY 2

 
 

After packing up camp we will start our day on 
the Lower Loop and a quick ride right through 
town.  Next we jump on Tony’s Trail which will 

take us to the Upper Loop and Whetstone Vista.  This 
leads us to the Brush Creek Valley. From here, Teocalli 
Mountain is visible as are parts of the Deer Creek area, 
giving us a tantalizing preview of what is to come in 
the days ahead. We’ll top off our water bottles at the 
Veltri family spring before riding through the beautiful 
flowers and aspens of Strand Hill. A big smile and 
hearty appetite are sure to come as we settle into our 

Crested Butte Singletrack
5 days/4 nights

camp for three nights among the aspens at approxi-
mately 9,500 feet. 

TOTAL MILEAGE: 15 miles

DAY 3  

 
 

With the mighty 13,209 foot Teocalli Mountain 
as our backdrop, we ride out this morning on a 
singletrack tour of Teocalli Ridge. This is a 

classic by anyone’s standard largely due to the epic 
downhill. But, of course, what goes down must first go 
up. So climbing is the name of the game right out of 
camp. We ride both singletrack and doubletrack up 
and alongside the picturesque West Brush Creek, past 
beaver dams and fields of incredible wildflowers. The 
moderate climbing continues through willows and 
across streams until reaching the base of the big 
climb! Here the climb begins in earnest across the face 
of Teocalli, culminating at around 11,300 feet. Once we 
top out and have a hearty break, one of the most fun 
downhills in all of Colorado will return us to our layover 
camp where we’ll continue with the “eat-sleep-ride” 
credo. Get the picture? 

TOTAL MILEAGE: 12 miles

DAY 4

 
 

After a hearty breakfast, we will ride one of the 
best, must-do rides in Crested Butte- Strand 
Bonus to 409 to Point Lookout. These newer 

trails offer some of the best riding in Crested Butte. 
After a challenging climb and from the top, we’ll get 
some of the best views of the valley from Point 
Lookout. On this trail, we’ll flow up and down while 
zipping through wildflower meadows. Then we’ll have 
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a super fun and fast descent. Our cozy camp will be 
waiting for us. Nothing like relaxing in camp after an 
enjoyable day on the bike! 

TOTAL MILEAGE: 15 miles

DAY 5

 
 

After fueling up and breaking camp, we will 
head out on a spectacular point-to-point ride 
that includes beautiful Deer Creek. It is a 

beautiful ride that will challenge us with steep climbs 
and twisting switchbacks-- the singletrack just won’t 
stop! The views from the trail encompass the Crested 
Butte ski area and beautiful Gothic Mountain. Riding 
into the old mining town of Gothic, one can hardly 
imagine it once supported a population of nearly 
8,000. At its height Gothic had several hotels, broth-
els, saloons, a smelter, three sawmills, a public 
school and a dancehall. Today, Gothic is home to the 
Rocky Mountain Biological Laboratory and supports 
several hundred in the summers, but only a few hardy 
souls through the long winters.  At the end of our ride 
we will have completed our circumnavigation of 
Mount Crested Butte and be ready to say good bye!

TOTAL MILEAGE: 15 miles

RIDE NOTES

This tour contains some very difficult riding on nar-
row, steep mountain trails. A high level of skill and 
fitness is required to enjoyably navigate much of 
the route. There will be riding along steep mountain 
ridges with exposure to falls on the downhill side.

We will be without vehicle support during all of the 
singletrack sections of the ride and medical help is 
far away. Please call us and we can help you deter-
mine whether this trip is appropriate for you. 

Itineraries are subject to change due to weather, road 
conditions, rider safety, and other factors which may 
affect the logistics of the adventure.

Riding Surface: Singletrack on clay based soil, some 
rocky scree crossings.

Overall Rating: Advanced

Technical Difficulty: Moderate to difficult. Many ob-

stacles and tricky sections. 

Physical Difficulty: Difficult. High elevations, steep 
climbs and long unsupported sections.

Altitude: 9,000 - 11,500 feet

Travel Logistics

MEETING PLACE AND TIME

Mount Crested Butte, CO
This trip will meet at 8:30 AM MST at Crested Butte 
Sports Bike & Ski Shop, 35 Emmons Road, Ever-
green Condo Building, Mt. Crested Butte, Colorado, 
970-349-7516. You will need to spend the night 
before in Crested Butte.

ENDING TIME

We will return to the bike shop in Mt. Crested Butte 
between 2:00-3:00 PM on the last day.

SHIPPING YOUR BIKE

If you are shipping your bike, send it to:

Crested Butte Sports Bike & Ski Shop
35 Emmons Road
Evergreen Condo Building
Mt. Crested Butte, CO 81225
970-349-7516

It is critical that you include your name, “Western Spirit 
Cycling” and tour date on the outside of the box. If 
you choose this service, you must get this organized 
through our office. 

It is imperative to have your bike finely tuned and 
cleaned before your tour so you know it is in top run-
ning condition.

GETTING TO MT. CRESTED BUTTE, CO

Driving
Crested Butte is about 210 miles southwest of Den-
ver, (about a 4.5 hour drive), 155 miles west of Grand 
Junction (about a 3 hour drive) and 28 miles north of 
Gunnison, (a half hour drive) on Colorado Rte. #135.  
There is parking available while you are on the trip.



WesternSpirit.com | 478 Mill Creek Drive, Moab, UT 84532 | 800-845-2453

In the summer months a few alternate routes exist 
into Crested Butte. Kebler Pass Road opens around 
Memorial Day. It’s a good gravel road that connects 
Crested Butte to Aspen, Glenwood Springs, Delta 
and Grand Junction.

Cottonwood Pass Road offers a fair weather route 
into the Crested Butte area from the East. Cotton-
wood begins as Colorado Rte #306 in Buena Vista, 
heading West off State Hwy. #24. On the East side of 
Cottonwood Pass, the road has been paved. West of 
the pass the road can get washboardy and dusty, but 
the views, as you descend in to Taylor Park make the 
drive worth while.

Flying into Flying into Gunnison, CO  
Airport Code:  GUC
Gunnison is 28 miles south of Crested Butte.
Alpine Express runs shuttles to Crested Butte by 
reservation only. Call 800-822-4844, www.alpineex-
pressshuttle.com

Flying into Montrose, CO
Airport Code:  MTJ
Montrose is 92 miles from Crested Butte. Alpine 
Express runs shuttles to Crested Butte by reservation 
only. Call 800-822-4844. 

LODGING BEFORE YOUR TRIP

We recommend staying right in the town of Crested 
Butte so that you can walk to all of the restaurants 
and shops.

Christiana Guesthaus
970-349-5326, 800-824-7899

Nordic Inn
800-542-7669, 970-349-5542

Elk Mountain Lodge
970-349-7533, 800-374-6521

The Inn at Crested Butte
970-349-2111

The Grand Lodge
970-349-8000, 888-823-4446
This hotel is next door to the bike shop in Mt. Crest-
ed Butte.

TAXI SERVICE

Alpine Express: 970-641-5074 or 800-822-4844

The Mountain Express: 970-349-5616
Free bus service runs from town to Mt. Crested Butte 
and can accommodate your bike. Check at your ho-
tel for the schedule.

Packing for your trip 

Be sure to bring everything on this list. We have care-
fully developed this list to ensure your comfort on the 
tour regardless of the weather. If you are prepared 
for extreme weather, it is an adventure. If you are not 
prepared it can be a serious problem. 

We recommend the layering system, including a wick-
ing or long underwear layer, an insulating layer and a 
weather barrier for wind and rain. This list reflects that 
philosophy. Weather in the mountains can be unpre-
dictable so be sure to bring all the warm clothing and 
rain gear listed!

HOW TO PACK: When you arrive for your tour, you 
will be given a dry bag in which to pack your gear for 
the trip. Smaller bags may fit, but very large duffels will 
not.  

To pack efficiently in a dry bag, we highly recommend 
you compartmentalize your clothing and gear into 
separate bags.  Stuff sacks, reusable grocery bags, 
etc. in different colors work great for this (example:  
cycling gear in blue stuff sack, camp clothes in red 
stuff sack, etc.).  

Your dry bag will ride on the Western Spirit support 
vehicle and will not be accessible during the day. 

For this trip, you will need a riding pack and optional 
day bag:  
• Your riding pack may be a hydration pack, but 

needs to carry 2-3 liters of water, rain gear, other 
warm clothing, and food for the day.  You may be 
away from camp and the support vehicle all day 
and need to be self-sufficient.  

• A small day bag is optional and may be used to 
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store things you’d rather not ride with, but would 
like to have access to during the day.  This day-
pack will remain with the support vehicle and may 
not be accessible, depending on the day.  

WHAT WE PROVIDE: 
P meals, snacks, water, electrolyte drinks, 
      non-alcoholic drinks
P camp mugs, all kitchen and dining ware
P 2 large cycling water bottles
P camp chairs
P dry bags to pack your gear
P solar showers
P sunscreen & bug spray
P bike stand and lube 
P guides bring their own tools
P first aid kit with basic medications

BRINGING OR RENTING

¨ mountain bike (Our rentals come with flat pedals.
       You are welcome to bring your own if you prefer.)
¨ helmet (gratis w/rental bike)
¨ tent
¨ sleeping bag
¨ sleeping pad

CYCLING CLOTHING

¨ cycling shoes
¨ 3 - 5 pair cycling shorts
¨ 3 - 5 cycling shirts
¨ long sleeve cycling shirt 
¨ long sleeve cotton shirt or solar sleeves
¨ knee & elbow pads - optional
¨ cycling socks
¨ windbreaker
¨ tights or leg warmers
¨ 2 pair cycling gloves (1 pair full length for warmth)
¨ rain jacket (Gore-Tex or similar)
¨ rain pants (Gore-Tex or similar)
¨ warm layer (lightweight synthetic puffy jacket or 
       long sleeve fleece shirt)
¨ sunglasses or other eye protection

CAMP CLOTHING

¨ camp shorts
¨ shirts
¨ warm socks

¨ long underwear, top and bottom (wicking layer,  
       not cotton)
¨ 2 pair warm long pants
¨ long sleeve fleece or sweater
¨ pile or down jacket (insulating layer)
¨ warm gloves and hat
¨ brimmed hat or visor
¨ bathing suit (for solar showers on the trip and at 
       the hotel before/after your trip)
¨ hiking shoes
¨ sandals
¨ cheap PVC rain gear (to wear in camp)

PERSONAL

¨ toiletries
¨ medication (daily and emergency) 
¨ towel
¨ biodegradable soap
¨ wet-wipes
¨ flashlight or headlamp (with extra batteries)
¨ sunglasses
¨ riding pack:  10-15L gear capacity with 2-3L 
       water storage (Camelbak Mule or Camelbak 
       H.A.W.G. are good choices)  
¨ optional day bag 
¨ stuff sacks or reusable grocery bags (or separate 
       compartments for your dry bag)
¨ cash for tipping guides: your guides work as a

team and share all of their gratuities. A tip of 10-
20% of the price of your trip given to either one 
of your guides when you return to civilization is a 
great way to say thanks for a job well done.

OPTIONAL

¨ camera, extra batteries
¨ binoculars
¨ alcoholic or any of your favorite beverages (your 
       guides will pack these)
¨ books or maps
¨ we encourage you to turn your devices off, but 
       if you cannot, please bring a way to charge them.  
       We recommend a portable USB charger 
       with 1-2 charges.  Also, putting your phone on 
       airplane mode to save power is recommended.           


